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ABSTRACT 

Wooden furniture is a timeless addition to any home, but it requires proper care to 

maintain its beauty and longevity. This guide explores practical tips for cleaning, 

protecting, and restoring wooden furniture to keep it looking like new. From choosing 

the right cleaning products to preventing damage, this article provides all the 

essentials for wood furniture maintenance. 

INTRODUCTION 

Wooden furniture brings warmth and elegance to any space, but over time, it can 

show signs of wear due to dust, scratches, and environmental factors. Maintaining its 

original luster doesn’t have to be a daunting task. This guide aims to provide simple, 

effective strategies to care for your wooden furniture, ensuring it remains in pristine 

condition for years to come. 

I. The Best Kind and Types of Wood for 

Indoor Furniture 

 

When it comes to indoor furniture, what better material than wood? Whatever your 

interior style — Scandi, modern, industrial, farmhouse, rustic or something else — 

timber slots in seamlessly. 

Wood is beautiful, versatile, dynamic and tough as nails. With the right care, it can 

last for generations. Timber is timeless! 



So, whether it’s a coffee table, dining room table, a set of drawers, a cabinet, desk, 

chair, bed frame, table top or something else, knowing the best types of wood to use 

for furniture is essential for any would-be furniture DIY-er. 

Fortunately, there’s a lot of choice. The world is home to many incredible diverse 

species of timber. 

Still looking for inspiration? Why not check out our Pinterest board for Home Décor 

and have a browse through some incredible examples of how solid hardwood and 

softwood furniture can transform your living space. 

 

What is the best wood for furniture? 

The best kind of wood for furniture can depend on what aesthetic you have in mind, 

your budget, as well as the amount of wear and tear you expect this furniture to 

endure. Let’s take a look at some of the best options. 

1. Oak 

Oak is a gorgeous, classic and extremely dynamic choice. It’s also highly dense, 

making it one of the strongest types of wood for furniture. 

There’s quite a bit of variety in the colour of oak. Two popular species include the 

golden-brown European Oak and its typically paler cousin, American White Oak, 

although there are also red oaks. 



It is an undisputed furniture classic, working well in pale, airy Scandinavian-style 

interiors as well as modern, eclectic and contemporary designs. 

A gorgeous oak coffee table, for example, is at home in almost any setting — even in 

the most rustic or dark of industrial settings! 

A pippy Oak can add some deep character to any room, making standout and unique 

pieces of furniture; check out this bespoke dinning table made by Celfiderw 

Oakencraft in Corwen, Wales that is about as pippy as it can get! 

American White Oak offers a much more subtle and lighter finish, but still has plenty 

of character and is a great choice for adding natural touches to interior designs. A 

great example of this are these bedside cabinets by Sam Alton of Harrogate 

Furniture in Yorkshire. 

A few extra notes on oak: It produces fantastic results when machining and is also 

suitable for steam bending, gluing, staining and finishing. As well as being resistant 

to fungal attacks, oak’s incredible strength makes it a highly popular, solid choice for 

any furniture project. 

Oak species are generally more affordable and budget-friendly than some other 

popular types of hardwood for furniture. 



 

2. Walnut 

A species like American Black Walnut is a fantastic choice for those looking to 

introduce a dash of premium darkness into their homes. 

This dark wood’s extraordinary, outstanding colour, texture and grain has won it a lot 

of fans. As a dense hardwood, walnut performs superbly for high-impact furniture 

within the home. 

The dark browns and purplish hues that characterise this wood work well in darker 

rustic and industrial designs. It is also popular for modern settings, where the colour 

palette is kept simple and contrasted. 

Walnut’s chocolate-brown colour also works exceptionally for furniture in traditional 

settings, and possibly even Scandi interiors as a ‘break’ from the predominantly airy, 

white surroundings. 



It’s worth bearing in mind that Walnut can command a higher price than some other 

fellow hardwoods. 

Check out this beautiful American Black Walnut Table made by the talented Elliot 

Design in Wakefield, Yorkshire, from timber sourced straight from us! 

 

3. Maple 

Species like American Hard Maple are just one of many dynamic pale woods that 

create beautiful furniture thanks to that creamy white colour and those warm golden 

hues. 

Maple is right at home in any bright, airy modern design — particularly Scandinavian 

interiors. 

Maple species come from cold-climate trees, too, which makes them extremely hard 

wearing and remarkably strong. Oh, and did we mention that Maple is also non-

toxic? 

Although Maple generally works very well and finishes excellently, the high density 

can make things slightly more challenging at times. 



 

4. Cherry 

After a beautiful, scratch resistant cherry timber? That’s exactly what you’ll get with a 

species like American Cherry. 

Over time, its luscious, warm pink-reddish brown tones will slowly darken with 

exposure to light — a great choice for a country farmhouse design or cottage-style 

interior. This rich deepening colour can also provide a nice contrast within any 

modern or Scandi design. 

If you’re doing a bit of woodworking and creating your own furniture, cherry should 

be near the top of your list. As well as being non-toxic, it’s renowned as one of the 

best all-round woods for workability thanks to stable, straight grain that machines 

superbly. 

Cherry also steams well, making it perfect for curved designs. Be warned, though, 

staining can occasionally give blotchy results, so consider using a sanding sealer 

first. 



 

5. Sapele 

For another wood that deviates from the light side, consider Sapele’s timeless 

reddish-brown hues. 

A member of the same family, this timber is reminiscent of genuine mahogany in 

terms of appearance but also physical properties and, as such, makes for an 

excellent mahogany alternative or substitute. 

Able to bend easily and work well, Sapele guarantees iridescence, luxury and 

opulence as standard. 

6. Zebrano 

Looking to add a daring and decorative touch to your home? A bit of Zebrano might 

be just the ticket. 

Also known as Zebrawood, this species takes its name as a result of its dark stripes 

and unique markings, boasting an enviable mixture of dark brown and cream 

colours. 

This tropical African hardwood can be used to create a talking point or make a bold 

statement within a room, for example for a mirror frame, coffee table, desk, worktop 

or side table. As such, it works brilliantly in eclectic interior styles. 

The wood saws, glues and finishes well, but can be difficult to plane as a result of its 

interlocking grain. 



As a slow-growing, exotic species, Zebrano can come in at a higher price point than 

other more widely commercially available species — like Cedar, Oak, Cherry or 

Maple. 

Hardwood or softwood for interior furniture? 

Timber furniture should be built to last, provide a long-term return and look 

incredible. As such, the best woods for interior furniture are usually hardwoods. 

Generally, these come from trees that grow more slowly, providing them with greater 

density (‘hardness’). 

As we’ve discussed above, some of the most popular furniture hardwoods are 

Maple, Walnut, Cherry and Oak, although there are many exotic options if you’re 

looking to make a statement. 

 



Softwoods (like Fir, Larch and Cedar) usually come from faster-growing coniferous 

trees, meaning they are often cheaper, but generally less desirable as a result of 

their tendency to scratch and dent. That said, they may still be suitable for low-

impact areas of the home and as a way of saving on budget. 

Pine, in particular, is fairly inexpensive, very accepting of finishes and easy to work 

with — possibly a great option for kids’ furniture that isn’t intended to stand the test of 

time. The knotty appearance of many of these types of wood can easily lend them to 

a rustic, country or farmhouse design. 

Softwoods usually perform better outdoors as a result of natural durability. 

Interestingly, however, Cedar’s natural aroma and oils can repel insects, making it 

popular for closets and wardrobes. 

Starting an interior furniture project? 

You’re in the right place. At Duffield Timber, we stock a wide range of stunning sawn 

timber in over 40 beautiful species — so you’ll be sure to find the perfect wood for 

your next project. 

II. Wood Care Essentials: Why The Right 

Cleaning Product Matters 



 

Caring for your wooden furniture and surfaces involves more than just occasional 

dusting. Using the appropriate cleaning products for wood is crucial to maintaining its 

beauty and longevity. This blog will explore why the right furniture, wood polish and 

other cleaning solutions matter and how to avoid common mistakes. 

 

Understanding Wood Types and Their Cleaning 

 

Different types of wood require specific care to preserve their appearance and 

integrity. Hardwoods like oak and maple are reliable and can handle more robust 

cleaning methods. Softer woods, such as pine and cedar, need gentler treatment to 

avoid damage. Knowing your wood type helps you select the right cleaning products 

for wood and avoid using harsh chemicals that could cause harm. 

 

Common Mistakes in Wood Cleaning 



 

1.Using Water Excessively: Water can cause wood to swell, warp, and crack. 

Always use minimal Water and dry the surface thoroughly. 

2.Ignoring Manufacturer Instructions: Every wood product has specific care 

instructions. Ignoring these can lead to damage and void warranties. 

3.Overusing Furniture Wood Polish: While polish can enhance the shine, 

excessive use can build up a residue that attracts dust and grime. 

 

Advantages of Using the Right Cleaning Products 
 

Using the right cleaning products for wood ensures that your furniture and surfaces 

are not only clean but also protected and preserved. The benefits include: 

● Enhanced Longevity: Proper cleaning prevents damage and extends the life of 

your wood items. 

● Maintained Aesthetics: The right products help retain the wood's natural beauty 

and shine. 

● Improved Hygiene: Effective cleaners remove dust, allergens, and bacteria, 

promoting a healthier environment. 

 

Top Recommended Wood Cleaning Products 

 

For those seeking the best wood cleaning solutions, Touch Of Oranges offers a 

range of top-notch products designed to clean, restore, and protect your wood 

surfaces. 

 

Touch Of Oranges Wood Cleaner 
 

Our amazing wood cleaner and restorer takes old shabby dull wood and completely 

revitalizes it. This product is not like lemon oil; Touch Of Oranges Wood Cleaner is a 

true cleaner for wood. It effectively removes old wax, wood polish, lemon oils, 

smudges, and fingerprints, leaving your wood surfaces looking fresh and new. 

 

Wood Furniture Cleaner 
 

This cleaner removes old wax, wood polish, lemon oils, smudges, and fingerprints, 

making it ideal for maintaining your furniture's natural look. 

 

Kitchen Cabinets 

 

For kitchen cabinets, it removes grease, grime, and years of built-up fingerprints, 

ensuring that your cabinets look as good as new. 



 

Hardwood Floors 

 

Our cleaner not only cleans but also moisturizes hardwood floors. Simply spray the 

dust mop once or twice with the cleaner and dust to achieve a beautiful finish. 

 

Complete Wood Restoration Kit Small 

The entire solution for quickly and safely cleaning, restoring, and shielding wood 

finishes on kitchen cabinets, antiques, furniture, wood floors, and paneling is 

included in this bundle of wood preservation products. Use it on any finished wood 

surface for a comprehensive cleaning and restoration project. With no residue left 

behind, the Touch of Oranges Wood Cleaner gets the wood ready for restoration by 

eliminating grease, grime, aerosols, dirt, and lemon oils. Because of how well it 

works, a lot of people believe that all it takes to get the gorgeous look of wood is a 

quick cleaning. 

 

III. The Best Dusting Tools, Tested and 

Reviewed 

There's no way around it: To prevent dust from accumulating, you have to dust. But 

having a one of the best dusters (or two!) on hand makes a world of difference. You'll 

want to look for dusters that pick everything up in one pass, that are made to last, 

and that don't leave any loose particles flying in the air or, worse, on you!    

After thorough testing of 20 different dusting tools in The Lab, we compiled a list of 

Spruce-approved products that simplify the tedious cleaning task. These standout 

picks will take you from "Why is my house so dusty?" to "Look how much brighter 

and cleaner my home is." 

Best Value 

OXO Good Grips Microfiber Hand Duster 

What We Like 

 Machine washable 

 Easy to maneuver with handheld design 

 Great for blinds and furnishings 

What We Don’t Like 

 Small loose threads after machine washing 



 Short handle doesn’t extend 

A handheld duster is perfect for quick cleaning spruce-ups around the house. We 

found this OXO Good Grips Microfiber Hand Duster to be the most effective 

when cleaning window blinds and furniture. Its flexible dust head also maneuvers 

great around the small indentations of a vase and inside the vase as well. The 

phrase that came up when we tested was that it performed “like a dream.”  

The handle doesn’t extend and is quite short in length, so if you plan on dusting 

underneath furnishings or your ceiling fan, we recommend the Swiffer 360 Heavy 

Duty Dusters (our best overall). 

Best for Floors 

O-Cedar Hardwood Floor ‘N Baseboards Dust Mop 

What We Like 

 Long, 18-inch mop head covers more ground 

 Flat mop pad is great for cleaning baseboards 

 Can be used as a wet or dry mop 

What We Don’t Like 

 Mop handle isn’t collapsible 

 Not ideal for smaller items 

With a wide, 18-inch microfiber mop head, the O-Cedar Dual-Action Dust Mop can 

cover more ground than its slimmer counterparts, making it the best floor duster. It's 

not only great at dusting floors, but add a cleaning solution or water, and you’ll have 

a wet microfiber flat mop with extra cleaning capabilities. Its flat surface and flexible 

corners make it the perfect dusting tool for baseboards.  

Best Adjustable 

OXO Microfiber Extendable Duster 

What We Like 

 Extends up to 52 inches 

 Plush microfiber head 

 Dusting head locks in various angles 

What We Don’t Like 

 Doesn’t dust smaller objects and crevices well 



Adjustable dusters are great for cleaning those hard-to-reach surfaces on top of a tall 

bookshelf, or that little dust pile hidden under your couch. Extending up to 53 inches, 

the OXO Good Grips Microfiber Duster can be used at multiple lengths, and it locks 

into various angles to help you reach different spaces and corners.  

As versatile as it is, if you're looking for a duster to clean intricate vases or statutes, 

it’s not going to be the best for that (we'd recommend snagging our best overall pick 

instead).  

Green Vivid Lambswool Duster 

$10 at Amazon 

What We Like 

 Gorgeous lambswool head and wooden handle 

 Fits in small spaces and great for vases 

 Comfortable contoured handle 

What We Don’t Like 

 May experience dust residue on the floor 

 Not ideal for heavy-duty dusting 

Soft to the touch, and extremely pleasing to the eye, the simple Green Vivid 

Lambswool Duster is perfect for everyday light cleanups around the house, including 

window blinds, small fixtures, lamp shades, and other interior decor items.  

It's a very minimal duster with no bending capabilities, but it's still very interesting to 

dust with, thanks to its gorgeously colored lambswool material and golden brown 

wooden handle. Although this duster isn’t adjustable, its loose fiber head can 

squeeze into odd-shaped crevices, and we found this duster performed the best 

when sprucing-up our curved vase.  

Now, about 20 percent of loose dust came off during the shake test, so we 

recommend shaking it over a garbage can for a mess-free cleanup. You can also do 

a quick rinse under the faucet water and hang it to dry before your next use. 

Best Wet Duster 

Scrub Daddy Damp Duster 

What We Like 

 Picks up dust in one pass 

 Damp design replaces chemical cleaners 



 Ridged surface 

 Small, compact size 

What We Don’t Like 

 Requires a lot of rinsing for dust removal 

 Dust residue returned to surface second pass 

The Scrub Daddy Damp Duster cleans your surfaces in one pass with its ridged 

material and water-activated foam. It's a small, handheld sponge you can carry and 

use almost anywhere. We think it's especially suited for lower-leveled, lighter dust 

jobs, and smaller cleanups that don’t require a lot of doubling back, like window 

blinds and shelving. 

During testing, while we were pleased that it only took one swipe to clear dust, we 

did notice that a second swipe deposited some of the dust back onto the once-

cleaned surface. We also found ourselves having to go back and forth between the 

cleaning task at hand, and the sink for rinsing and re-wetting the sponge. So, if 

you’re short on time, this isn’t the ideal duster tool. 

With a sponge-like silhouette and material, the Scrub Daddy Damp Duster is best for 

cleaning tricky, tight corners or softening hard-packed dust that’s settled and needs 

moisture to lift the dirt. 

How We Tested The Dusting Tools 

We tested 20 dusters and dusting tools in the lab, including cleaning cloths, dry 

mops, handheld dusters, and telescopic dusters. We assess multiple attributes for 

each tool, including: 

 Effectiveness: We sprinkled measured amounts of sawdust onto different 

surfaces, including a computer area, the top of a bookshelf, underneath an 

entertainment center, and in between a set of vinyl mini blinds, to see how 

each tool did at lifting it.  

 Maneuverability: We considered how well each tool moved over different 

surfaces, and how smoothly we were able to adjust its angles. 

 Durability: We noted how well its material held up after a cycle in the 

washing machine. We also checked for loose threads, stains, and leftover 

dust particles.  

 Value and comparison: We factor in each tool’s price and performance in 

relation to the other dusters we tried.  

What to Look For in a Dusting Tool 

Material 



 Microfiber: All but a few picks in our guide are made from microfiber. This is 

the most common material used for dust cleaning, as the particles tend to 

cling to its soft fabric texture. You can buy a set of microfiber cleaning cloths, 

like our best cloth pick, or opt for a duster with an extendable handle, like 

our best adjustable pick, to clean those hard-to-reach surfaces, like on top of 

a bookcase or under the couch. This material is also reusable and washing 

machine friendly. 

 Lambswool: Lambswool dusters are a soft and gentler option for lighter dust 

cleanings. The Green Vivid Lambswool Duster (our lambswool pick) is 

gorgeous and can squeeze and clean in odd-shaped crevices, thanks to its 

loose fiber head. These duster types aren't as adjustable, with no capabilities 

of bending or extending in height, but they're still effective at trapping dust, 

just not heavy-duty dust jobs. 

Shape & Size 

Whether the dust job is big or small, you’ll want to get a duster to match the size of 

the surface you’re cleaning. For intricate areas and smaller surfaces, consider a 

duster with a smaller or flexible head, like our best overall. 

Task at Hand 

The type of duster you pick depends on your dusting needs and cleaning tasks. For 

lighter, weekly dusting around the house, handheld dusters or microfiber cloths are 

great options. They’re lightweight and often the perfect size to just wipe and go to the 

next task. Our best value pick is a great example of a hand duster that’s well-suited 

for different tasks. 

IV. How to Clean Wood Furniture 

Learning how to clean wood furniture correctly is crucial if you want your favorite 

quality pieces to last for generations. It's normal for wooden furniture to get dirty 

through everyday use. Elements such as dust, skin oils, water stains, and a buildup 

of cleaning products can collect over time, leaving a sticky residue behind. Follow 

these tips for cleaning your wood furniture to give your favorite tables and chairs a 

polished refresh. 



 

How Often to Clean Wood Furniture 

Make it a goal to clean wood furniture weekly. Dusting can occur more often but 

should be done a minimum of once a week to avoid scuffing (or more if you have 

kids and pets). Spills and stains should be cleaned as soon as they happen (or are 

seen). Be sure to remove all items such as candles, picture frames, and other decor 

and not dust around them. 

Any built-up residue that requires a deeper cleaning should be cleaned as soon as 

possible. If cleaning your wood furniture regularly, these spots and residue will be 

hard to miss. 

Considerations Before You Get Started 

While it might seem complicated to clean wood, a simple approach is always best. 

When purchasing wood furniture, always ask the vendor for tips on how to care for 

the piece. Always test new cleansers or products in an inconspicuous spot before 

wiping down an entire table or chair. 

Because every finish, stain, and type of wood is different, it's hard to have a one-

size-fits-all approach to cleaning wooden furniture. However, a good rule of thumb is 

to start with the mildest cleaning solutions, progressing to stronger methods if 

needed. 

What You Need: 



 Microfiber towels 

 Mild dish soap 

 Mineral spirits (optional) 

 Cheesecloth (optional) 

 Semi-solid, silicone-free furniture polish (optional) 

How to Clean Wood Furniture With Dish Soap 

Here's our recommended gentle cleaning process that will work to clean and protect 

various wood furniture. 

If you truly feel unsure about what to do or what cleaning method to use, call a local 

furniture repair company and see if they can offer a consultation. 

Step 1: Wipe Furniture 

 Wipe wood furniture with a barely damp microfiber cloth to remove dust and 

grime. (Use a cotton cloth to avoid damaging the wood). 

 Quickly wipe it dry with another microfiber cloth. Don't let water sit on wood 

since it can warp the surface. 

 For more frequent dusting, a quick wipe-down with a dry microfiber cloth or 

duster will do the trick. 

Step 2: Clean Sticky Residue 

 If your wood furniture has any spots with sticky residue, add a drop of dish 

soap to a microfiber cloth and test a tiny, out-of-sight section of the piece to 

make sure the finish doesn't get removed. 

 If it's OK, combine a few drops of dish soap with a cup of water and gently 

clean the section. Again, avoid soaking the wood in water. 

 Once the spot is cleaned, wipe it dry with another microfiber cloth. 



 

Step 3: Try Mineral Spirits (Optional) 

In more extreme situations, you might need to try mineral spirits. 

 Test a small spot beforehand to make sure it won't remove the finish. 

 Working in a well-ventilated area, apply a bit of mineral spirits liquid to a clean 

microfiber cloth and rub down the sticky area. 

 If this doesn't work, you might need to consider refinishing the piece. 

How to Clean Sealed vs. Unsealed Wood Furniture 

Depending on how your wood was treated can also determine what cleaning method 

to use. 

Sealed or Varnished 



If your wooden furniture has a varnish on it, you're in luck, as sealed furniture is easy 

to clean and fairly low-maintenance. Wipe the piece down with a damp cloth and 

gentle soap solution. Even though it is sealed, dry the surface after cleaning to 

prevent any water damage. 

Unsealed or Oiled 

Wooden furniture that lacks a protective finish requires more care, as it is prone to 

more damage. Use a slightly damp cloth (no soap this time) and avoid saturating the 

piece with water, as unfinished or untreated wood can very quickly absorb liquid. 

Make certain the surface is completely dry. You should also regularly condition the 

wood with oil or a conditioner that is best suited for your type of wood to prevent it 

from drying out and splitting. 

How to Keep Your Wood Furniture Clean Longer 

Wooden furniture is a design staple with serious staying power that is durable. And a 

well-made piece has timeless appeal. So, help it last longer with these tips. 

Apply Furniture Polish 

Depending on your wood furniture, you might need to apply furniture polish or wax to 

protect it and keep its shine. 

 Using a cheesecloth, apply a semi-solid furniture polish (without silicone) to 

the wood furniture. 

 Let it sit on the wooden surface for a few minutes. 

 Then, buff it in with a clean microfiber cloth. 

Avoid polish sprays, which can leave a residue, and be sure to read the product 

instructions before applying. 

Cover Your Furniture 

Covering the surface of wood furniture can help protect it from stains, moisture, and 

heat. Use cloth tablecloths, placemats, and coasters on tables. Avoid plastic, as it 

can scratch the surface. 

Dust and Clean Often 

Cleaning your wood furniture and dusting it often can help avoid buildup, scratches, 

scuffs, and other damage—a duster can make this routine easier. Keeping up 

with regular dusting and wiping can go a long way to preserving your wooden 

furniture. 

Handle Carefully 



When moving wood furniture, remove items so they don't slide and scratch the 

surface. Wrap furniture in an old cotton blanket or comforter to protect it. And don't 

drag wood furniture across the floor. 

Putting felt pads underneath the legs of your furniture makes moving furniture a 

breeze, and helps to prevent scratches on your floors. 

Avoid Natural Elements 

Place wooden furniture away from direct sunlight, heat sources, and humid areas 

unless the furniture is designed for outdoor use. Light can cause discoloration, and 

heat and moisture can warp or damage the wood. Use blinds or window curtains to 

limit sun exposure. 

Removing Water Stains From Wood Furniture 

Water stains commonly occur on wooden furniture (especially tables) since we use 

our furniture daily. Unfortunately, hot or cold drinks placed on a wooden surface can 

leave a ring or mark. Here's how to remove these common stains from your wooden 

furniture. 

1. Dab non-gel toothpaste on the mark or stain. 

2. Rub it with a cotton microfiber cloth until removed. 

3. If that doesn't work, mix equal parts of baking soda and toothpaste. Apply and 

rub the spot again. 

4. Wipe off the toothpaste or mixture using another (clean) microfiber cloth. 

5. Dry thoroughly. 

V. Tips to Remove Adhesive From Wood 

in 6 Ways 

Wooden furniture, fixtures and flooring can bring a warm tone to you and create a 

welcoming ambience. The most popular material options are laminate, oak, bamboo, 

walnut, maple, etc. These can significantly elevate the overall appearance of your 

home interiors. However, sticky residue from stickers, glue and other adhesive can 

ruin the wood’s pristine shine. 



 

What’s more? Scrubbing sticky residue too abrasively can damage the wood and 

lead to hefty refinishing expenses. So, be careful when sprucing up your wooden 

furniture and flooring. Use proven methods that can remove adhesive without leaving 

scratches behind. You can also hire experts for a professional end of lease cleaning 

Sydney and ensure a clean and shiny rental apartment or house before the final 

inspection. 

If you want to remove adhesive from wood surfaces like a pro, consider the 

following six ways. These methods will easily remove sticky residue without 

damaging the wood polish. 

Things to Remember Before You Begin 

It is important to know the type of wood you are cleaning and how it is polished. 

Some adhesive-removal methods may damage the finish, so performing a patch test 

on a hidden spot is crucial. 

Whenever you prepare a cleaning solution, test it on an inconspicuous area of your 

wooden flooring and furniture to prevent further damage. 

1. Use the Heating Method: Steam Cleaner or Hair Dryer 

Many budget end of lease cleaning Sydney experts recommend this method to 

tackle sticky residue from wood. Here is the hack to use a steam cleaner or hair 

dryer:s 

 Take the small steam nozzle on a steam cleaner or turn the low setting on a 

hair dryer to break down the adhesive stain. 



 Use the heat on the wooden surface for no more than 20 seconds at a time. 

Let the steam cleaner moving to prevent overheating of delicate wood. 

 Once the sticker is heated, lift it from the surface using a plastic scrapper or 

credit card. 

 Use a microfiber cloth with hot, soapy water to remove any remaining residue. 

2. Remove Adhesive Stains with Rubbing Alcohol 

Rubbing alcohol can do wonders on untreated wood surfaces. Avoid using this 

method on painted or finished wooden flooring or furniture. All you need to do is: 

 Soak a microfiber cloth in the 70 % rubbing alcohol and place it over the 

adhesive stain for half an hour. This will soften the sticker or glue. 

 Gently rub the cloth in a circular motion and slowly lift it from the surface. 

 To remove sticky residue, you can use more alcohol or wipe the surface with a 

cloth soaked in warm, soapy water. 

 

3. Use Acetone For Sticky Residue Removal 

There is no denying that acetone is one of the best products to remove paint, grease 

and varnish from surfaces effectively. It can also remove stickers and glue stains 

from wood. However, you can use it on unpainted or unpolished wood. Since 



acetone has a pungent smell, ensure proper ventilation by keeping your windows 

and doors open. 

 Soak a cloth in acetone and gently rub it over the sticker or adhesive stain. 

 Take a butter knife or a plastic scrapper to gently scrape the adhesive off. 

 Rinse with a wet cloth and dry the wood completely. 

4. Different Types of Oils Can Do Wonders 

To remove sticky residue from wood flooring and furniture, you can use baby oil, 

vegetable oil, mineral oil, or furniture polish. After conducting a patch test, gently 

apply the oil and scrub off the stain with your fingernails or scrubbing pad. 

This method can even soften the finish and prevent sticky residue. It will also lift 

away sticky residue from the hardwood surface. 

Let the oil sit for two hours or apply a heat method for quick results. In the final step, 

remove the residue with dishwashing soap. 

5. Remove Stickers From Wood using Vinegar 

White Vinegar is an acidic cleaner and can do wonders in tackling sticky residue. It is 

an ideal product for finished and painted wooden floors and furnishings. 

 Soak a cloth in a vinegar solution. Add a half cup of water and 2 teaspoons of 

Vinegar to prevent damage. 

 Wring the cloth out to remove excess solution. 

 Wipe the wooden surface and gently remove adhesive stains. Leave it for 10 

minutes to loosen the sticky residue. 

 Gently scrape it off using a plastic knife. 

6. Use Dish Soap For Adhesive Stains 

If you don’t have anything, use mild dish soap and warm water solution. It is a 

perfect method for finished wood. Mix a few drops of liquid dish soap in hot water 

and dampen a cloth. 

Squeeze out excess water and rub the wet cloth on the sticker. Next, lift it with a 

credit card or a plastic scraper. Wipe down with a clean cloth and dry the area. 



 

However, it is good to book seasoned professionals for a cheap end of lease 

cleaning Sydney and pass your property inspection. They refer to the property 

condition report and clean all neglected areas with perfection. 

These are the six most effective and damage-free methods for removing adhesive 

stains or stickers from hardwood floors, wooden furniture, fixtures, wall panels, etc. 

CONCLUSION 

With regular care and attention, your wooden furniture can retain its charm and 

durability for generations. By following the cleaning, polishing, and protection tips 

outlined in this guide, you can preserve its beauty and functionality. Investing time in 

maintenance today ensures your furniture continues to enhance your living spaces 

tomorrow. 

REFERNCES 

The Best Kind and Types of Wood for Indoor Furniture | Duffield Timber, 

Retrieved 12 March 2024 from 
https://duffieldtimber.com/the-workbench/furniture/best-types-of-timber-for-furniture-six-woods-

you-should-choose-for-interior-diy-projects 

By Sonal Malik | Wood Care Essentials: Why The Right Cleaning 

Product Matters | Touch For Oranges, Retrieved 6 August 2024 from 
https://touchoforanges.com/blogs/news/wood-care-essentials-why-the-right-cleaning-product-

matters 

By Kenedee | The Best Dusting Tools, Tested and Reviewed | The 

Spruce, Retrieved 25 September 2024 from 
https://thespruce.com/top-dusting-tools-1900901 

https://duffieldtimber.com/the-workbench/furniture/best-types-of-timber-for-furniture-six-woods-you-should-choose-for-interior-diy-projects
https://duffieldtimber.com/the-workbench/furniture/best-types-of-timber-for-furniture-six-woods-you-should-choose-for-interior-diy-projects
https://touchoforanges.com/blogs/news/wood-care-essentials-why-the-right-cleaning-product-matters
https://touchoforanges.com/blogs/news/wood-care-essentials-why-the-right-cleaning-product-matters
https://thespruce.com/top-dusting-tools-1900901


By Calin Harris | How to Clean Wood Furniture | Real Simple, Retrieved 

23 February 2024 from 
https://www.realsimple.com/home-organizing/cleaning/how-to-clean-wood-furniture 

By Kate Windle | Tips to Remove Adhesive From Wood in 6 Ways | Bond 

Cleaning Sydney, Retrieved 3 September 2024 from 

https://www.bondcleaning.sydney/remove-adhesive-from-wood/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.realsimple.com/home-organizing/cleaning/how-to-clean-wood-furniture
https://www.bondcleaning.sydney/remove-adhesive-from-wood/

