
Everything You Need to Know About 

the UK Spouse Visa 

If you’re looking to join your partner in the UK, the UK Spouse Visa is a critical step in your 

journey. This visa, officially known as the “Spouse or Partner Visa,” allows non-UK citizens to 

reside with their British or settled partners in the United Kingdom. In this guide, we’ll cover 

everything you need to know, including eligibility, application process, and tips to enhance your 

chances of approval. 

What is a UK Spouse Visa? 

The UK Spouse Visa is designed for individuals who are married to or in a civil partnership with 

a British citizen, someone settled in the UK, or a person with refugee or humanitarian protection 

status. This visa allows you to live, work, and study in the UK without restrictions, making it a 

popular choice for families seeking to reunite. 

 

https://www.visaandmigration.com/service/uk-spouse-visa/102.html


Eligibility Criteria 

To qualify for a UK Spouse Visa, you and your partner must meet specific requirements: 

1. Relationship Requirements: 

○ You must be legally married or in a civil partnership. 

○ Your relationship must be genuine and subsisting, which means you need to 

provide evidence of cohabitation, communication, and shared responsibilities. 

2. Financial Requirements: 

○ Your partner must demonstrate an annual income of at least £18,600. 

○ If you have dependent children, the financial threshold increases. Savings can 

also be used to meet this requirement. 

3. English Language Proficiency: 

○ You must prove your ability to communicate in English, typically through an 

approved test or qualifications. 

4. Accommodation Requirements: 

○ You need to show that you have adequate accommodation for yourself and any 

dependents without relying on public funds. 

 

 

 

 



How to Apply for a UK Spouse Visa 

The application process involves several steps: 

1. Online Application: 

○ Complete the online application form on the UK government website. 

○ Pay the application fee and Immigration Health Surcharge (IHS). 

2. Gather Supporting Documents: 

○ Provide evidence such as your marriage certificate, proof of financial stability, 

English language test results, and accommodation details. 

3. Biometric Appointment: 

○ Attend an appointment to provide your fingerprints and photograph. 

4. Processing Time: 

○ It typically takes 2–3 months for a decision, though priority services can expedite 

the process. 

Duration and Extension 

A UK Spouse Visa is initially granted for 2.5 years. Before it expires, you can apply to extend it 

for another 2.5 years. After five years of continuous residence, you may be eligible for Indefinite 

Leave to Remain (ILR) and eventually apply for British citizenship. 

Common Challenges and Tips 

● Rejection Risks: Incomplete applications or insufficient documentation can lead to 

rejections. Be meticulous when preparing your application. 

● Legal Advice: Consulting an immigration expert can significantly improve your chances 

of success. 

● Financial Proof: Ensure all income and savings documents are accurate and up to 

date. 

Final Thoughts 

The UK Spouse Visa is a gateway to starting a new life with your partner in the UK. While the 

process may seem daunting, thorough preparation and understanding of the requirements can 

make it manageable. By meeting the eligibility criteria and providing the necessary 

documentation, you can take a step closer to your dream of reuniting with your loved one in the 

UK. 

Whether you’re applying for the first time or seeking an extension, navigating the UK Spouse 

Visa process with care will ensure a smooth journey toward your new beginning. 
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