
As iPads have become a staple for millions worldwide, it’s natural to wonder how old your 

device is, especially as newer models are constantly introduced. Over time, determining the 

exact age and model of your iPad can be useful for various reasons, from assessing its resale 

value to knowing if it's due for an upgrade. Fortunately, Apple provides easy methods to find 

out how old your iPad is, and this guide will walk you through all the necessary steps.

Also Read: How Old Is My iPad

The age of your iPad plays a significant role in its performance. The older the model, the more likely 
it is to have slowed down due to software updates and hardware limitations. So, how do you check 

exactly how old your iPad is?

The fastest way to find out how old your iPad is involves locating the model number. Every iPad has 

a unique model identifier that tells you the generation and specific model of your device.

Where to Find the Model Number?
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Check the Model Number on Your iPad
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Also Read Number : How Old Is My iPad

Another effective way to determine your iPad's age is through its serial number. The serial number 

contains embedded information that can tell you when and where the device was manufactured. 
Follow these steps:

By decoding the serial number, you can precisely find the production date of your iPad.

iPad Model Release Year Model Numbers (Axxxx)

iPad (1st generation) 2010 A1219, A1337

iPad 2 2011 A1395, A1396, A1397

iPad (3rd generation) 2012 A1416, A1430, A1403

iPad (4th generation) 2012 A1458, A1459, A1460

iPad (5th generation) 2017 A1822, A1823

iPad (6th generation) 2018 A1893, A1954

iPad (7th generation) 2019 A2197, A2200, A2198

iPad (8th generation) 2020 A2270, A2428, A2429, 

A2430

iPad (9th generation) 2021 A2602, A2603, A2604, 

A2605

iPad (10th generation) 2022 A2757, A2777 

Using the Serial Number to Find iPad’s Manufacture Date

1.  Go to Settings > General > About.
2.  Locate the Serial Number.
3.  Input your serial number into websites such as Apple’s “Check Coverage” page or third-party 

services like Chipmunk (which decodes the serial number into manufacturing details).

https://litefacts.com/how-old-is-my-ipad/


When buying apps, accessories, or seeking repair services, knowing the exact model of your iPad is 
crucial. Each generation comes with specific features, chipsets, and capabilities, making it essential 
to know your model type. Let’s break down the simplest ways to identify it.

Apple offers a detailed model list on its website that associates each model number with its 

corresponding release year and generation. This can be a quick way to cross-reference your iPad’s 
model number with the chart.

Original iPad vs. iPad Pro Models

iPad Mini vs. iPad Air

Each iPad model has distinct features, and identifying these differences can help you not only know 
the age of your device but also understand what kind of performance you can expect from it.

Like all tech gadgets, iPads age over time. If your iPad is more than five years old, you might start 

noticing several issues like lagging performance, shorter battery life, and inability to update to the 
latest iOS version. But what should you do if your iPad is starting to show its age?

How To Determine Your iPad’s Model and Generation

Apple’s Model Chart for iPads

Differences Between iPad Models Over the Years

Original iPad: Launched in 2010, it is thicker, heavier, and lacks the advanced Retina display of 
later models.
iPad Pro Models: The iPad Pro series, introduced in 2015, features larger screens (up to 12.9 
inches), advanced displays, and much faster chipsets. The Pro line is also compatible with 
accessories like the Apple Pencil and Magic Keyboard.

iPad Mini: Released in 2012, the iPad Mini is the smallest version, known for its portability and 
convenience.
iPad Air: Starting in 2013, the iPad Air offers a thinner, more lightweight design compared to the 
standard iPad, with improvements in display and processing power.

What to Do If Your iPad Is Too Old?

Evaluate the Need for an Upgrade

https://support.apple.com/en-us/HT201471


If your iPad has become sluggish or is no longer receiving software updates, it might be time to 
consider an upgrade. Older models may not support new features or applications, which limits the 

usefulness of the device over time.

Consider these factors when deciding whether to upgrade:

If your iPad is too old to meet your needs but still works, you can recycle or resell it. Apple has a 

trade-in program where you can receive credit towards a new device. Alternatively, platforms like 
eBay or Gazelle offer good resale values for iPads in decent condition.

Knowing how old your iPad is and identifying its model is crucial for maintaining its performance, 
keeping it secure, and making informed decisions about upgrades. With the steps outlined in this 

guide, you can easily discover the age and model of your iPad, ensuring you get the most out of your 
device.

Performance issues: Is the iPad freezing, crashing, or slow in opening apps?
Incompatibility: Are certain apps not running due to outdated iOS versions?
Battery life: Does your iPad’s battery die quickly, even with minimal use?

Recycling or Reselling Your iPad

Conclusion


